
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Child Sexual Abuse  
 

 More than 54% of female survivors and nearly 71% of male survivors where first raped before their 18th 
birthdays.  
National Institute of Justice, U.S Department of Justice. “Extent, Nature, and Consequences of Rape Victimization: Findings from 
the National Violence Against Women Survey,” P. Tjaden, et al.  2006 

 

 The primary reason that the public is not sufficiently aware of child sexual abuse as a problem is that 73% 
of child survivors do not tell anyone about the abuse for at least a year. 45% of victims do not tell anyone 
for at least 5 years. Some never disclose.  
Journal of Clinical Child and Adolescent Psychology, “Sexual Assault Disclosure in Relation to Adolescent Mental Health: Results 
from the National Survey of Adolescents,” J. Broman-Fulks, 2007 

 

 Nearly 70% of all reported sexual assaults (including assaults on adults) occur to children ages 17 and 
under.  
U.S Department of Justice, “Sexual Assault Of Young Children As Reported To Law Enforcement: Victim, Incident, And Offender 
Characteristics,” H.Snyder, 2000  

 

 56% of those that sexually abuse a child are acquaintances of either the child or the family. While only 
5% of sexual abuse is perpetrated by a stranger.  
U.S Department of Justice, “Sexual Assault Of Young Children As Reported To Law Enforcement: Victim, Incident, And Offender 
Characteristics,” H.Snyder, 2000  

 

 34% of child sexual abuse is perpetrated by juveniles. In fact, 7% of sexual abuse is perpetrated by youth 
under the age of 12.  
U.S Department of Justice, “Sexual Assault Of Young Children As Reported To Law Enforcement: Victim, Incident, And Offender 
Characteristics,” H.Snyder, 2000  

 

 Children who are sexually abused are at significantly greater risk for later post-traumatic stress and other 
anxiety symptoms.  
Journal of The American Academy Of Child And Adolescent Psychiatry, “Psychopathology in Non-Clinically Referred Sexually 

Abused Children,” S. McLeer, et al., 1998 

 
 Victims of child sexual abuse are more likely to be sexually promiscuous.  

Perspectives On Sexual And Reproductive Health, “Teenage Pregnancy And Associated Risk Behavior Among Sexually Abused 
Adolescents,” E. Saewyc , et al., 2004 

 
 Adolescents were 2 to 3 times more likely to have an alcohol use/dependence problem than non-victims. 

Journal Of Consulting And Clinical Psychology, “Violence and Risk of PTSD, Major Depression, Substance Abuse/Dependence, and 

Comorbidity: Results From The National Survey Of Adolescents,” D. Kilpatrick, et al., 2003 

 
 45% of pregnant teens report a history of child sexual abuse.  

Journal of Pediatric Psychology, “Childhood Sexual Abuse and Adolescent Pregnancy: A Meta-Analytic Update,” J. Noll, et al., 
2009  


