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College Sexual Assault 
 
• 1 in 8 college students are sexually assaulted while in college.1  
• Transgender and nonbinary students have greater vulnerability to sexual violence than their 

cisgender peers.2  
• First- and second-year students are at greater risk for sexual victimization than third- and 

fourth-year students.3   
• 80 to 90% of college sexual assaults are committed by someone the survivor knows.4  
• Approximately 18% of sexual assaults of college-aged women are drug or alcohol facilitated, 

and an additional 28% involve a victim too incapacitated by drugs or alcohol to consent. 5 
o In incapacitated or drug and alcohol-facilitated rapes, 79% involved alcohol alone, 

while 17% involved alcohol and another drug. The most common drug used other than 
alcohol was marijuana.5 

• Most sexual assaults occur in the first semester of the academic year, otherwise known as 
the Red Zone. Almost 70% of first-year student assaults occur during this time (August-
December).6  

• In the U.S. Military academies: 7  
o About 60% of cadets and midshipmen experienced at least one type of sexual 

victimization; 
o 25% reported that they had experienced two or more types of victimization;   
o 86% of female cadets and midshipmen were sexually victimized;  
o 42% of male cadets and midshipmen were sexually victimized.   

• More than 90% of sexual assault victims on college campuses do not report their assault.8  
• As of September 30, 2022, the U.S. Department of Education's Office for Civil Rights has 1019 

open Title IX sex discrimination investigations at postsecondary institutions. There are 
currently 22 open investigations at Maryland colleges and universities.9 
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